
ONLINE SAFETY CODES OF PRACTICE STEERING COMMITTEE
Public consultation for Consolidated Industry Codes of Practice for the Online
Industry (Class 1A/B Material)

Assembly Four is a collective of sex workers and technologists based out of Melbourne,
Australia who build solutions and engage in research that not only help sex workers survive,
but thrive.

As technologists and sex workers; we are incredibly passionate about these matters as it not
only impatcts our livelihoods but our safety, online and offline.

Assembly Four would like to highlight that there has been an inadequate amount of time to
ensure thoughtful community and industry engagement with the codes.

This goes on to fuel distrust1, and further demonstrates that the eSafety Commissioner and
their office are not interested in meaningful engagement2 with marginalised communities3

who are disproportionately impacted by online regulation.

Our primary recommendation, and the only one small business can afford with the cost of
inflation and ongoing skill shortages4 is that – the Industry Codes must be halted until the
completion of policy review and subsequent legislative changes regarding privacy,
classification and surveillance to prevent unnecessary harm and cost to the Australian
population and economy.

To borrow from the eSafety Commissioners office website; “Safety by Design puts user
safety and rights at the centre of the design and development of online products and
services”5 and we believe that this mantra should also be applied to this process.

We have the chance to make the internet a safer place for all. The cost of getting this wrong
is catastrophic6 and guaranteed if this process is to continue prior to privacy and
classification reform.

If you have any further questions or require clarification, please do not hesitate to reach out
to hello@assemblyfour.com.

Regards,

Assembly Four

6 https://junkee.com/queer-safety-online/324367
5 https://www.esafety.gov.au/industry/safety-by-design
4 https://techcouncil.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-Getting-to-1.2-million-report.pdf
3 https://www.crikey.com.au/2021/11/24/porn-wars-backlash-internet-censor-anti-porn-podcast/

2https://michaelwest.com.au/state-of-surveillance-online-safety-bill-captures-the-bad-stuff-but-commis
sioners-powers-too-broad/

1https://www.zdnet.com/article/esafety-grilled-about-lack-of-wa-police-awareness-on-its-new-takedow
n-powers/
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