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About Gender Equity Victoria (GEN VIC) 
 
A gender equal society where all people, but especially women, are free from the harm of gender 
inequity. 
 
Though men, women and gender diverse people all suffer as a consequence of gender inequity, 
women, which includes trans women, have been particularly affected. Diminishing the harm of 
gender inequity means applying special measures to address centuries of disadvantage, 
discrimination and mistreatment experienced by women.   
 
We believe gender equity:  

• Should exist in all places, organisations and industries in Victoria.  

• Creates prosperity for all Victorians in all communities.  

• Is best achieved through partnership between government, industry and community.  

• Takes time – generations of consistent hard work.  

• Relies on a combination of individual and collective efforts across waves of reform.  
 
Our Values 

• Courage and Persistence  

• Fairness and Feminism  

• Authenticity and Intelligence  

• Openness and Connection  

• Care and Joy 
 
For any inquiries, please contact Manager, Policy and Online Safety, Caitlin McGrane: 
cmcgrane@genvic.org.au 
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GEN VIC welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the consultation around the Online Safety Codes. 
The Online Safety Act is an important piece of legislation that aims to keep Australians safe online. 
Regulating the internet is a complex task that requires much consideration and consultation to ensure 
the community is informed about any changes to the ways the internet is governed. We believe that 
online regulatory measures will be most effective when coupled with education about media literacy 
and consent for people of all ages, including young people.  
 
We commend the Online Safety Codes for some of the mechanisms outlined to ensure Australians, 
particularly young people, are protected from viewing violent and abhorrent material. We also 
appreciate that concerns from civil society organisations have been taken into consideration in the 
drafting of the codes, particularly around community objections to industry surveillance of private 
correspondence. However, there are still some concerns that remain in these codes, which we would 
like to see addressed.  
 
In this submission we make three recommendations:  

1. Online Safety Codes should be easy to understand by everyone. 
2. Online Safety Codes should not restrict access to safety information that may be flagged as 

Class 1B material. 
3. Online Safety Codes should not restrict online discussions of gendered violence. 

 

Recommendation 1: Online Safety Codes should be easy to understand by everyone 
 
GEN VIC’s principle concern with the Online Safety Codes is they are not easy for a lay person to 
understand. Online safety expectations and codes need to be intelligible for as many people as 
possible, not only those with a law or legal background. Therefore, our first recommendation is that 
the final codes be written to be clearly understandable by lay people.  
 

Recommendation 2: Online Safety Codes should not restrict access to safety information that 
may be flagged as Class 1B material 
 
The second recommendation we make is around how the broad scope of what is considered Class 1B 
material may inadvertently restrict access to safety information. Class 1B material includes any 
material which 

1. describes, depicts, expresses or other wise deals with matters of crime, cruelty or 
violence without justification (‘crime and violence’);  

2. promotes, incites or instructs in matters of crime or violence (‘crime and violence’); 
3. describes, depicts, expresses or otherwise deals with matters of drug misuse or 

addiction without justification (‘drug-related content’); or  
4. includes detailed instruction or promotion of prescribed drug use (‘drug-related 

content’).  

 
Material posted online may be related to these topics, and can be posted to inform, educate or raise 
awareness. GEN VIC’s concern with the broad scope of this classification is that it could incentivise 
restrictions on: 

• harm reduction websites related to gendered violence (1) 

• BDSM pornography (1, 2) 

• political manifesto (2) 

• reproductive health, including abortion access (3, 4) 
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Requiring industry to take proactive measures in removing content classified under this scheme could 
see industry over-zealously removing material that may be classified as Class 1B without any warning 
or right to redress. 
 

Recommendation 3: Online Safety Codes should not restrict online discussions of gendered 
violence 
 
GEN VIC is concerned the Online Safety Codes may make women and gender diverse people less safe 
by restricting their ability to communicate online about gendered violence and safety issues. While 
the codes ostensibly only cover materials that “describes, depicts, expresses or other wise deals with 
matters of crime, cruelty or violence without justification”, it is not clear from the codes or the Act 
what “justification” means. It is quite possible that industry would pro-actively take down content 
that describes incidents of gendered violence from a victim-survivor’s perspective, regardless of the 
context in which that material was posted. This may mean it is difficult for women and gender diverse 
people to discuss matters related to their safety online without fear of censorship and surveillance 
from industry.  
 
Furthermore, GEN VIC’s member, Vixen Collective, is very concerned about the Codes’ impacts on sex 
workers’ ability to advertise and communicate online about sexual violence and safety issues. Sex 
workers need to be able to advertise online as a matter of safety – advertising helps sex workers 
screen clients, which is imperative for their safety. For further details, GEN VIC refers to Scarlet 
Alliance’s submissions to the Online Safety Act, the Select Committee on Online Safety, Basic Online 
Safety Expectations and Age Verification for Online Pornography.  


