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As per the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, every child has the right to be safe 

from any kind of violence (art 19 UN CRC). Nevertheless, sexual violence against children occurs all 

around the world, and children are at risk of victimisation every day. Around 1 in 5 children in the 

EU fall victim to sexual violence (Council of Europe). The rapid technological development in recent 

decades has led sexual violence against children to develop into new forms, with sexual abuse and 

exploitation increasingly taking place in, or being facilitated by, the internet and technology. With 

the advancement of technology, the amount of child sexual abuse material (CSAM) has grown 

exponentially worldwide. In 2021, there were 29 million global reports of suspected online child 

sexual exploitation in 2021 (NCMEC’s CyberTipline). Offences of sexual violence against children of 

which there is recorded images or footage, are particularly traumatic for the child. For victims, the 

mere awareness that there is a video recording or photograph of their sexual abuse, coupled with 

the fear of its possible spread and eternal circulation online, can have a life-long devastating impact. 

Any time the material is shared and distributed over the internet, the child is re-victimised and their 

rights and well-being are further violated (C3P Survivors Survey, 2017). 

We, Protect Children, a Finnish NGO dedicated to ending all forms of sexual violence against 

children, wish to express our sincerest support for the proposed industry codes to regulate harmful 

online content. Considering the exponential growth of CSAM distributed globally and children 

increasingly being abused through the very platforms offered by these online service providers 

(OSPs), regulating their conduct is fundamental for ensuring the realisation of children’s 

fundamental rights. Imposing mandatory, positive duties on OSPs is a necessary step, as current 

global measures, which mainly rely on voluntary efforts, are evidently not sufficient, nor is solely 

relying on reactive methodologies for taking down CSAM. We must adopt a proactive approach on 

a large scale to truly tackle the problem and to protect children from all forms of sexual violence, 

grooming, and harassment. 

Online crimes of sexual violence take place anywhere where children spend time online. Protect 

Children therefore strongly supports that all of the online industry would have set obligations in the 

proposed Codes, which will emphasize the responsibility all OSPs hold in creating and upholding a 

safer online environment for all. Offering separate Codes for different types of service providers 

provides clarity for the positive duties required of each of them, depending on the risk profile of 

their service. The different Codes for different types of services importantly help to ensure the 

efficiency of the efforts taken and shaping them by taking into account the risk of harm, helps to 

ensure that the measures taken are proportionate. This can help limit any unnecessary 

interferences with other fundamental rights, particularly the rights to privacy and personal data 

protection.  

Furthermore, the proposed positive duty to perform risk assessments to identify potential 

significant risks on platforms constitutes an important way of promoting safety by design. 

Increasingly implementing safety by design could in the long run help prevent scenarios where 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/underwear-rule
https://www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/cybertipline/cybertiplinedata
https://protectchildren.ca/pdfs/C3P_SurvivorsSurveyExecutiveSummary2017_en.pdf
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interferences to the rights to privacy are necessary and is essential for creating a safer online 

environment for current and future generations. Example of Finland demonstrates that there is 

widespread public support for laws and regulations to protect children online. 65% respondents to 

a survey conducted by Protect Children 2022 (YouGov) think that children and young people should 

have more protections than they currently do. 78% agreed that regulations should require digital 

services to use children’s data in a way that meets their rights. 

The obligations proposed under Objective 1, Outcome 1 to take reasonable and proactive steps to 

prevent access or exposure to, distribution of, and online storage of class 1A material are 

particularly important to reduce the harms of online sexual violence against children, and therefore 

the strength of these obligations must be maintained – including in the process of interpretation 

and implementation of the codes.  

We wish to conclude by repeating our sincerest support for the proposed Codes. Online crimes of 

sexual violence against children are a form of criminality which knows no borders, and which 

require strong responses on a global level. In implementing the Codes, Australia will set an 

important example for the rest of the world, recognizing the responsibility and duty of OSPs in 

upholding fundamental rights and protecting children on their platforms, and promoting important 

safety by design features. However, the issue of CSAM use requires international cooperation to 

achieve significant results. This example would be particularly important right now for the EU, a 

region which currently finds itself in a transitional phase, attempting to find a way to protect 

children from online sexual abuse and exploitation while minimizing interferences with other 

fundamental rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


